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26 May 2016  

 

Dear Parents 

 

We are on the cusp of the half term holiday which provides welcome respite for everyone during the 

examination season.  The Upper Sixth began their study leave last week and it is clear that they are 

ready for the final phase of their education.  Our younger pupils would be well served to follow their 

industrious example in the weeks ahead as they approach their examinations. 

 

It can be hard for parents to strike the right balance between applying pressure to galvanise efforts and 

creating stress through the worry that enough is not being done to be absolutely ready for the 

examinations.  We encourage pupils to ensure that their examination papers reflect their ability rather 

than a lack of preparation and that they are as eager to learn from the weaknesses in their papers as 

they are to enjoy the successes. 

 

My advice for any parent with children approaching examinations would be to help them to construct a 

realistic and balanced revision programme that ensures that key topics are covered equitably.  It is also 

a good idea to help them to clear away any potential distractions, social media in particular, during their 

revision periods to ensure that they use the time well.  We wish all of the pupils well in their 

preparations. 

 

It was a pleasure to attend the informal concert on Tuesday evening which had a rich and varied 

programme of performances which showcased a wonderful array of contrasting talents.  I just wish that 

the performers would pause to enjoy the well-deserved applause before departing the stage.  Teenagers 

seldom revel in such things when they have every right to do so. 

 

I am delighted to report that this year the Flourishing Fiver team have worked extremely hard to turn 

their original £65 worth of £5’s into just under £1440 for Primrose Hospice. The 13 students have 

organised many events and they have dedicated their own time to these events after visiting the 

hospice at the start of the year. The students involved should be extremely proud of their efforts and the 

hospice have expressed their immense gratitude. 

 

On the Athletics front, our congratulations go to the Intermediate Girls and Boys teams who won the 1st 

round of the national cup and have qualified for the Midland finals. In the cricket county cup, the U14A 

team beat Kings Worcester, whilst the U15A team beat Hanley Castle. The Hockey Development XI have 

started well in the Worcestershire Summer League, with 3 victories too. 

 

On our return from the break we will be in to the home straight of the academic year.  May I remind any 

parents of Upper Sixth pupils who are intending to come to the Commemoration Service at St John’s 

Church, that tickets are required for admittance – you can apply for tickets from my PA, Miss Camden. 

Whilst I mention Commemoration Day, the School Shop team would like to let you know that they are 

now fully stocked with straw boaters which are de rigeur for the day.  Another one of the many strong 

anchors that we nurture toward our proud history as a School. 
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May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support of the school this half term at fixtures, 

concerts, performances, PA meetings and in particular in our close working relationship to support the 

children. 

 

I hope that you enjoy a restful and rewarding break with your children. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 

Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

 

 


